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Reifezeugnis (certificate of ripeness), signed by
the members of the examining committee. This
certificate shows the proficiency of the candidate
in the different subjects, including physical educa-
tion, and states whether he has passed the
examination satisfactorily, well or with distinction.
It may also contain remarks on any outstanding
merit in his work.
The purpose of the examination is not so much
to test the extent of the candidate's information or
stock of knowledge as to test his personality and
all-round capacity, particularly his power to
acquire further knowledge for himself and to culti-
vate judgment on entering a career or joining a
university. 'The most outstanding principle
observable in the present German system of record
keeping and examination', declare the authors of
the New Education in the German Republic, 'is
that any fair estimate of an individual should
attempt to evaluate him as a total personality. It
is a definitely abandoned notion that the measure
of an individual is the sum total of his separate
abilities and capacities. German educators hold
that an individual is to be understood only as a
dynamic unity or a complete personality*. Con-
sequently, unlike the Indian system of examina-
tion, the German system avoids memory tests.
What counts is the ability of the candidate, which
is judged not merely by his answer papers, but
by his school record. At the same time, he is
given an opportunity of proving his special talents,
his strong points being taken into consideration no